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Call for patience, tolerance after violence mars start to voting

SACRED RIGHT: Chief electoral officer Mosotho Moepya has appealed to all voters, especially those who have resorted to protesting, to act in a manner today that shows pride in our country.

LOUISE FLANAGAN
AND BABALO NDENZE
louise.flanagan@inl.co.za
babalo.ndenze@inl.co.za

00D weather and good

behaviour, please. That

is what electoral offi-

cials are hoping for at
today’s polls.

“Don’t miss this opportunity to
make your voice heard and to have
your say in the future of our coun-
try. South Africa needs all your
votes,” said chief electoral officer
Mosotho Moepya.

He called for patience and toler-
ance after a start to the polls
marred by community protests,
a voting official who didn’t know
the law, and slow special votes in
the Durban area.

“We appeal to all voters to exer-
cise patience and tolerance, and to
act in a manner which shows pride
in our country as they visit the
voting stations,” said Moepya.

“We make a special plea to those
communities which have been
expressing their frustrations and
grievances through protest action
to respect the rights of all South
Africans to make their voice heard
through the electoral process.”

Late yesterday, Moepya said the
Independent Electoral Commission
was ready for the polls.

The IEC and justice, crime
prevention and security cluster
ministers had identified potential
hotspots in KwaMashu, KwaZulu-
Natal; Bekkersdal, Gauteng; Mari-
kana, near Rustenburg, North
West; Sterkspruit, Eastern Cape;

Tight security promised at polls

SOLLY MAPHUMULO

solly.maphumulo@inl.co.za

SECURITY was expected to be tight
at polling stations throughout the
country as millions of South
Africans cast their votes.

SANDF spokesman Siphiwe
Dlamini said the SAPS would
work jointly with defence force
members who would be deployed
to volatile areas if the need arose.

The Johannesburg metro police
department (JMPD) also forms part
of the security plans to ensure free
and fair elections and the safety of
voters.

Yesterday, SAPS spokesman
Solomon Makgale said police
officers would be deployed to all
polling stations to monitor the

and Malamulele, Limpopo.

More than 40 people were
arrested this week in Gugulethu,
Ekurhuleni, for rioting.

Yesterday, the Eastern Cape gov-
ernment declared the Sterkspruit
Civic Association an intimidation
threat to voters after residents
torched parts of a school. Resi-
dents also burnt tyres near a local
tavern.

In KwaZulu-Natal, angry resi-
dents reportedly torched the Mand-
lanzini Community voting station
near Empangeni, the ANC said.

KwaZulu-Natal ANC secretary

IN ASHES: People clean up the remains of a voting station that was set alight

by community members in Bekkersdal last night.
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situation. “There will be police
officers inside and outside the
polling stations,” he said.

However, Makgale would not
be drawn into revealing how
many police officers would be
deployed.

"We never give out numbers;
generally there will be a high
police visibility.”

Makgale said other police
officers would be “patrolling
in the vicinity of the poling
stations so that if there is a
problem, they are able to respond
promptly”.

JMPD Chief Superintendent
Wayne Minnaar said their officers
would escort the ballot boxes as
well as other materials needed at
the polling stations.

Sihle Zikalala said anyone found
committing illegal acts on election
day “should indeed face the full
might of the law”.

“The ANC says this in the wake
of reports that agents provocateurs,
who fear the verdict of the elec-
torate, are planning illegal action to
derail the democratic process by
preventing our citizens from exer-
cising their right to vote.”

Zikalala said the police had
apprehended a few people, “alle-
gedly from the ranks of the Eco-
nomic Freedom Fighters (EFF)”,
who are responsible for the torch-

They would also escort the
boxes to the results centre
afterwards and assist the SAPS in
possible hotspot areas.

“They will monitor all the
polling stations until they close to
ensure a safe environment for the
voters,” Minnaar said.

Other traffic officers would
ensure free traffic flows on the
roads and respond to any incident
as quickly as possible.

Dlamini said the SANDF had
been part of the security cluster
sector’s security-plan discussions
for the elections.

“We will do an analysis of the
problematic areas and deploy
our members accordingly,” he said.
- Additional reporting by Botho
Molosankwe

ing of the Mandlanzini Community
voting station.

The ANC considered the right to
vote and choose one’s government
as ‘“sacrosanct, inalienable and
worth safeguarding at all costs”.

EFF KwaZulu-Natal convener
Reggie Ngcobo denied their in-
volvement in the torching.

“I will have to verify the matter.
But as you all know, we’ve never
been violent, even when violence
was at our doorsteps. We try by all
means to defend ourselves. These
allegations are unfounded.”

Community protests led to four

voting stations in ward 14 of Maru-
leng, Limpopo, being unable to
open on Monday. Last night,
though, everything was back on
track.

“Obviously we are taking
(threats of protest) seriously and
have planned for them, so we are
not caught by surprise. We are
comfortable with the security plans
that are on the table so we, together
with the security agencies, don’t
anticipate problems,” deputy chief
electoral officer Sy Mamabolo
said.

The election process in general
was going smoothly. He said IEC
officials were reporting that all
special votes had been completed
yesterday.

“It’s all systems go for (today).
The special votes (which took place
on Monday) will be counted and
reconciled after voting on May 7,
and then they will be mixed up with
the rest of the ballots.”

Moepya also confirmed that an
electoral official from KwaThema,
Springs, was replaced after storing
voting materials — including two
special votes that had been cast —
in a party official’'s home over-
night. The incident was tweeted
about by another party official,
who Moepya thanked.

“We mentioned the challenge of
cellphones and social media with
regard to breaching secrecy. But
this was a case in which a cell-
phone camera and an alert party
agent and the power of social
media helped us to enhance the
credibility of this election, and we
remain grateful,” Moepya said.

Bekkersdal IEC sites burnt
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ANGRY Bekkersdal community
members have burnt down Inde-
pendent Electoral Commission
tents that would have been used as
polling stations today.

Flames and smoke from the
burning polling stations could be
seen from afar in the township at
about 9pm last night.

Three polling stations were

burnt to ashes and one person was
arrested, according to the police.

Community leader Paseka
Ndevu said residents were un-
happy with the army’s presence.

He said the community had
raised their concerns during a
meeting held at a community hall
in the afternoon.

Ndevu said the meeting had
been called by community leaders
who were pleading with residents
to go and vote peacefully.

“The community said the pres-
ence of the army brings back bad
memories about the apartheid era.

They said they were willing to vote,
but they wanted the army to move
out of the area,” he said.

Ndevu said the meeting had
ended with residents saying they
would vote. He was surprised when
he received calls telling him that
IEC tents were on fire.

Police said Bekkersdal residents
ran amok and burnt the polling sta-
tions after the meeting had ended.

The army has been deployed to
the volatile township since Monday
in order to maintain order in the
area during the election period.
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outh African Airways, the leading airline on the African continent, has [ 2

peen awarded the 4-Star Airline ranking for 2014 by Skytrax, the inde-
pendent global airline rating organisation, for the 12th year in a row

We’re taking our Street Challenge truck around
the country to prove that, with OUTsurance,
you always get something out.

‘;\. Glynn & Sherry

Clients since 2003

Claims

R74,872
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As part of our Cape Town Street Challenge, we met Glynn and Sherry. Since
they joined OUTsurance over 10 years ago, they’ve claimed almost R75,000,
including replacing Sherry’s car after a devastating accident. They’ve also
received six OUTbonuses totalling more than R10,000, which has helped

Glynn indulge his passion for photography!
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If you're not an OUTsurance client,

SMS “STAR"
to 31495

Standard rates apply.
and see what you could get out.

CHALLENGE

You always get
something out.

OUTsurance is an authorised financial services provider.

Actual savings will depend on your own unique circumstances. Ts and Cs apply.
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