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Zille prays for a doubling of E Cape votes Timely W Cape job stats a boost for DA
SHANTI ABOOBAKER
AS ELECTION day nears, DA
leader Helen Zille asked supporters in Port Elizabeth to
vote and, if inclined, to follow
ballot-casting with a prayer.
“Praying and voting are not
mutually exclusive. Do both.
Because votes are counted in
Pretoria, not heaven,” she said.
The DA has worked hard for
its unofficial target of about
20 percent of the vote in the
Eastern Cape provincial elections, a provincial leader said.
This would mean double the
support the party received in
2009 in the province, when the
DA got 9 percent of the vote.
But the party clearly feels it
has a chance in eBhayi after it
managed in the 2011 municipal
elections to push the ANC

to a scrape-through win of just
51 percent in the Nelson Mandela municipality.
Zille and DA Eastern Cape
leader Athol Trollip were joined by former ANC Eastern
Cape premier Nosimo Balindlela and Nqaba Bhanga, who
recently left Cope for the DA.
It was a spirited send-off.
The party has held several
final provincial rallies in
recent weeks – in Cape Town
two weeks ago, in Joburg
at the weekend and in PE
yesterday.
Bhanga and Balindlela have
been feathers in the cap of the
party, with strong links to black
constituencies.
Bhanga was a member of
the ANC Youth League in the
province, bringing with him
strong organisational skills,
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while Balindlela, who hails
from Stutterheim, has been
hard at work in the province’s
Amathole district.
Yesterday, Trollip said the
party had made gains in the
Eastern Cape areas of Bizana
in Pondoland, which are close
to the KwaZulu-Natal border.
Yesterday’s rally at Nelson
Mandela Metropolitan University’s Vista campus was differ-

ent from the recent Cape and
Joburg legs in one conspicuous
respect: the crowd was racially
diverse and integrated.
African, coloured and a
sprinkling of white supporters
sat next to each other, danced,
got down and sang together, to
popular hits from Mafikizolo
and others.
Speaking later, Trollip said
20 years of work had been done
in the PE metro and Eastern
Cape, where a solid foundation
had been built.
“In 2016, we’re coming
back,” he said in reference to
the next local government
elections.
“This election is really a
two-horse race between the
ANC and DA. Don’t bet on your
favourite: there’s no better
party than the DA,” he said.

AMY MUSGRAVE
Group Labour Editor

THE DA might just get a boost
at tomorrow’s polls following
the release of Stats SA’s latest
employment statistics.
There has been an ongoing
debate between the ANC and
DA on which party has created
the most jobs. Both have used
different statistics over the past
few weeks to back up their
claims.
The focus of this election
has mainly been on jobs. While
the ANC says its will create
6 million job opportunities in
the next five years, the DA reckons it will create 6 million “real
jobs”.
Stats SA’s labour force
survey for the first quarter,
released yesterday, indicates

the DA-run Western Cape created 146 000 jobs over the past
year. This figure is more than
double the jobs created in Gauteng, which stands at 62 000.
The DA is
fighting hard
to wrest control of Gauteng from the
ANC,
with
claims it can
bring the Western Cape story
of job creation
to the economic hub of Africa.
Following the release of the
statistics, the DA’s delight was
clear, with leader Helen Zille,
Western Cape Finance MEC
Alan Winde and finance
spokesman Tim Harris all issuing statements on the matter.
“If you want a growing

economy that creates real jobs
and expands opportunities to
more people, if you want
improved service delivery
without corruption, then on
Wednesday you
should cast your
vote for the DA,”
Zille said in a
speech prepared
for delivery at a
rally in Port
Elizabeth.
According to
the statistics,
the narrow definition of unemployment rose by 1.1 to 25.2 percent. The broad unemployment
rate, which includes people
who have given up searching
for jobs, rose to 35.1 percent.
In the Western Cape, narrow unemployment stands at
20.9 percent and broad un-

If you want a
growing economy,
vote DA

Fiery demonstration over poor service delivery

employment at 22.6 percent.
“The stark contrast between
the broad unemployment rate
of South Africa and that of the
Western Cape demonstrates
that while ANC job-creation
policies are failing, the policies
of the Western Cape government have allowed us to continue to buck the trend by
creating jobs,” Winde said.
Harris said the latest figures
exposed the ANC’s pre-election
desperation to dispute the
Western Cape’s performance.
The job numbers, though,
are unlikely to be of much concern to the ANC, as ministers
have accused the DA of spinning the facts, saying it uses
selective time periods and
indicators. Often, quarterly
results can be distorted by seasonal phenomena.

Mostly
fair, but
not very
relevant
ANNA COX
anna.cox@inl.co.za

NO VOTE HERE: A goat feeds its young one near the remains of
what used to be an IEC tent that was set alight.

IEC tent set alight during clash
ALLY MUTNICK
ally.mutnick@inl.co.za

N A FIELD surrounded by
rows of shacks in the
Gugulethu/Everest informal settlement near Springs,
the charred remains of a
white IEC voting tent lay
smoking on the ground.
This was after residents
burnt it down during a protest
against poor service delivery
yesterday.
Just two days before elections, hundreds of angry residents blocked a large portion
of Welgedacht Road in
Springs, chanting, as they
burnt tyres and a toilet.
About 20 Ekurhuleni metropolitan municipality police
officers faced the protesters.
Forty-six residents were
arrested for public violence.
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The demonstrators stoned
passing cars and the police as
they protested against poor
conditions in their informal
settlement.
Police were forced to divert
traffic as part of Welgedacht
Road remained blocked for
most of the day yesterday and
many Springs shops did not
open.
Neighbours said the voting
tent had been burnt down at
about 10am. Many protesters
threatened to withhold their
votes tomorrow.
Attempts to reach the IEC
were unsuccessful.
Residents said they had
demanded better service delivery for more than 20 years and
had seen little result.
“Always, they promise us
they will do something,” said
Cathrine Mabuye, who has

ABLAZE: Gugulethu/Everest informal settlement residents in Ekurhuleni took to the street early yesterday to protest against lack of service
delivery in their area. An IEC tent was set alight during the protest.
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lived in Gugulethu/Everest
for eight years.
“I’m not going to vote.”
Many in the informal settlement live in shacks without
electricity and have minimal
access to taps.
The dirt roads are filled
with large puddles, and
mounds of rubbish spill into
residents’ yards.
The protesters gathered

before 4am yesterday.
Ekurhuleni officials said
they would increase security
around voting structures in
the area leading up to the elections.
“If they believe they don’t
want to vote, they have a democratic right not to do so,” said
Zweli Dlamini, Ekurhuleni’s
mayoral spokesman.
“However it cannot happen

Only registered, approved
people can cast ballot today

EFF wins the battle of the
berets with Gumtree buyers

STAFF REPORTER

JASON FELIX

ABSOLUTELY no one will be allowed to cast a vote today, the final
day of special voting, unless they have been registered and
approved.
An IEC official said a list of everyone who had qualified for a
special vote was available at each station, and each voter on the
list was checked before being allowed to vote. Anyone who did
not have a special vote was not allowed to cast a ballot.
Those who qualified to apply for a special vote had to be
registered voters with a green barcoded ID, smartcard ID or a
valid temporary identity certificate, and also had to meet the
conditions set.
Voting officials only visit homes of people who are physically
infirm, disabled or pregnant.
Those who will not be at their voting stations on the actual
day of elections may cast their vote on the special voting day.

THE EFF has won the election battle – on Gumtree.
Its red berets are the top sellers. Of the top five election items
on Gumtree, the ANC’s berets are last.
With voters heading to the polls tomorrow, traders have used
the online classified website to sell election memorabilia and
political party accessories.
Gumtree marketing head Claire Cobbledick said there were
orders for more than a thousand EFF red berets, available at R100
each. The EFF’s Western Cape leader, Nazier Paulsen, said the
number of sold berets would turn into votes.
Second best seller is the original 1994 election ballot papers at
R99 each. The first edition of Long Walk to Freedom is third on
the list. A book signed by Madiba is priced at R15 000. Poster
prints of Nelson Mandela speaking at the Cape Town City Hall
after his release come in at R250.

ting “unwarranted” violence.
Jeaneth Maleka, a Gugulethu/Everest resident, said
police threw teargas into her
home, causing her children,
aged 1 and 5, to faint.
Farther down Welgedacht
Road in Payneville are about
1 000 toilets and foundations
for shacks. Called Payneville
Extension 1, this area is meant
to house Gugulethu/Everest

Shops stagger shifts to allow
staff to make their marks
Pikitup: “On voting day, Pikitup will be collecting refuse in all
areas.” – from Pikitup’s website
Emergency management services: “We are on standby from the
city site to make sure everyone is safe. Most of the guys
applied for special votes.” – Robert Mulaudzi, spokesman
Shoprite: “Stores are trading as normal. Staff members who are
scheduled to work on May 7 can vote either in the morning
before the start of their shift, or in the afternoon after their
shift.” – Sarita van Wyk, spokeswoman
Woolworths: “Woolworths is open (except a store on Harrison
Street). Staffing patterns provide an opportunity for
employees to vote.” – Corporate press office
Dis-Chem: All stores will be open from 9am-3pm.
Joburg metro police: “All our police officers will be on duty.
They’re doing their special votes today and tomorrow… The
offices will be closed. The licensing department will be
closed.” – Edna Mamonyane, JMPD spokeswoman.

Special-voting challenges for the elderly
JOYCE LEE
joyce.lee@inl.co.za

“I REGISTERED for a special
vote,” protested an elderly resident of the St Michael’s Old
Age Home in Weltevreden
Park, Roodepoort.
Independent Electoral Commission officials instructed her
to vote at Panorama Primary
School tomorrow. Her name
was not on the IEC’s list of
approved special voters.
She tapped her fingers
against her hand and repeated
her voter-registration number
twice in vain. Then she walked
away on shaky legs to retrieve
her friend, who had also
applied to vote early.
IEC station managers conducted home visits and opened
voting centres yesterday with a
skeleton crew to allow the frail,
the busy and the handicapped
to cast a special vote before
tomorrow’s elections.
Voters applied last month
for an early vote. But, according to IEC Panorama station
manager Kathy Tracey, not all
the applications had been
processed in Weltevreden Park,
and many had been unable to
vote yesterday.

outside of the law.”
Police sent five community
leaders to the local police station to negotiate, but council
spokesman Themba Gadebe
said the leaders did not present organised demands.
Leaders would discuss
terms with their communities
again today.
Protesters said they were
angry with police for commit-

residents while low-cost housing is built on the site of their
present settlement, but construction was halted when
property owners obtained an
interdict from the South Gauteng High Court in 2012.
The owners say the toilets
and shacks diminish the value
of their adjacent properties
and lead to an increase in
crime.

Cheers as MEC eases booze
restrictions in Kimberley
SANDI KWON HOO
THE PEOPLE of Kimberley will have more to celebrate than just
Election Day tomorrow – all the pubs, bars and taverns will be
allowed to stay open for 24 hours a day for the entire week.
In anticipation of the upcoming election celebrations, the
MEC for Finance, Economic Development and Tourism John Block
yesterday relaxed liquor trading hours.
Restrictions on liquor trading hours for bars, taverns and
restaurants have been suspended from May 5 to 10. But this
concession will not apply to bottlestores and grocery stores.
Meanwhile, the Independent Electoral Commission has urged
voters not to spoil their ballots tomorrow.
Former Minister Ronnie Kasrils, who initiated the Vote No!
campaign, encouraged voters to spoil their ballots or vote for
any party other than the ANC, in order to express their lack of
confidence in the current political leadership.

Tlakula casts her ballot with
cloud hanging over her head
SUSIE NEILSON
susie.neilson@inl.co.za

AT YOUR SERVICE: Having registered for special votes, Joe de Lange and his wife Liz, who is blind, voted
in their Weltevreden Park home yesterday with the help of an IEC official.
PICTURE: SHARON SERETLO
Tracey’s team visited 40
individuals to vote, she said.
They were likely to make
more visits today when the rest
of the approved applications
come in, she added.
Four volunteers accompanied Tracey yesterday – one for
each step of the process. None

wore clothing identifying them
as IEC representatives.
“Normally, in the past, the
IEC provided T-shirts with a
name tag,” Tracey said.
“Apparently, due to budget
constraints, this time around
they’re not providing those on
special voters’ day.”

After Joe and Liz de Lange
voted, Joe voiced his concern
that the sealed envelopes containing their ballots were
placed in an open cardboard
box, with no IEC logo and no
lock. “With all due respect, I
wasn’t madly impressed with
that aspect. It wasn’t official.”

A SMILING Pansy Tlakula
entered the hall of Orange
Grove Primary School at 10am
yesterday to cast her special
vote, giving no sign of being
plagued by calls for her resignation because of irregularities
in the leasing of the IEC head
office building.
“My vote is my secret,” said
Tlakula, laughing as she waved
away the media contingent
swarming the cardboard ballot
box set up by the Independent
Electoral Commission yesterday, two days before election day.
Tlakula is one of 58 000 citizens approved in Gauteng to
cast special votes before tomorrow. Of these, 36 000 are elderly
and infirm citizens requiring
special door-to-door service,
according to Gauteng electoral
officer Masego Sheburi.
Tlakula is one of the other
portion of special voters, those
who will be too busy tomorrow
to cast a ballot.

UPBEAT: IEC chairwoman Pansy Tlakula made her mark at Orange
Grove Primary School in Joburg yesterday.
PICTURE: DUMISANI DUBE
Once her vote had been cast,
Tlakula gamely faced the media
for a grilling on her commission’s preparations for a free
and fair electoral process.
“My message to the South
African people is, ‘Hey, we’ve
been very excited for these elections’,” Tlakula said.
“We’ve been preparing for

two years for this election, and
we will not disappoint.”
On the postponement of a
court decision to postpone an
investigation of her fitness to
hold office that was set to take
place on Friday, she said she
was happy that the courts were
dealing with the matter “thoroughly and carefully”.

MEDIA coverage of the elections in South Africa has been
rated as 85 percent fair.
Media Monitoring Africa
(MMA) found that only 15 percent of articles were biased.
The articles were scored out
of 100, and monitoring criteria
included, among others, whether a right of reply was given,
the spread of party coverage,
and balance.
“What stands out is that the
level of fairness is extremely
high. While very positive, this
is not, in the MMA’s experience, something unusual in an
election period, but it really is
one of the very good stories our
media has to tell,” said William
Bird, director of the MMA.
The ANC has received
the most media coverage
across the 50 media outlets
monitored over the past seven
weeks until April 30. It got
39 percent, followed by the DA
at 26 percent, EFF at 12 percent, AgangSA at 4 percent and
Cope at 4 percent.

The ANC has
received the most
media coverage

However, said Bird, this is
not reflective of parliamentary
seats the parties could get.
“The ANC is sitting at
39 percent coverage while it
has over 60 percent of seats in
Parliament,” he said.
“The EFF is at 12 percent
despite the fact that is has no
seats in Parliament. But the
dramatic tenor of their electioneering has helped them
achieve relatively high levels of
coverage.
“Cope has seen the most
radical decrease in coverage
since the 2009 election, when it
managed to get 12 percent of
the coverage.”
Another statistic which surprised the MMA is that 52 percent of what was covered was
party campaigning and party
politics, as opposed to more
serious issues such as gender,
poverty, racism and human
rights.
“As this is an election
period, however, we would have
expected parties to focus on
more serious issues.
“What is clear is that the
coverage is inversely proportional to the importance of the
impact of these issues.
“Women account for the
majority of the population, yet
scant regard has been paid to
policies around gender, especially in the light of the Oscar
Pistorius case, which could
also have sparked debate
around crime and gun control,”
he said.
Other issues such as xenophobic violence and racism,
policies and potential solutions
around these had gone under
the radar, Bird added.
“It would appear that, with
some notable exceptions, the
media have allowed their agendas to be determined by those
of politicians and parties and
not citizens,” he said.
The “loudmouths” most
quoted were Jacob Zuma at
6 percent, Julius Malema at
4 percent, Helen Zille at 4 percent and Mmusi Maimane at
3 percent.

