
 

 

Dear Parents 

 

What a year it has been!  Busy! Busy! Busy, but that is what you would expect in a school 340, 3 – 7 year olds.  It all 
started with a visit from a new HIP (Hertfordshire Improvement Partner) who hit us straight between the eyes with a 
frank discussion with the school Senior Leadership Team.  Naturally he was aware that the school was graded 
‘Outstanding’ following the last Ofsted Inspection in 2014 however, he felt there were certain areas in which we 
could improve even more!  He quoted one of the Ofsted grade descriptors for outstanding outcomes for children:   
 
‘Children read widely and often across subjects to a high standard, with fluency and comprehension appropriate 
to their age.  Children in Year 1 achieve highly in National Phonics Tests’.   
 
Last year our Year 1 children achieved 77% so the Senior Leaders set an ambitious target this year of 90% - the actual 
result announced recently was 98%.  Another target was to reduce the gap between boys and girls in terms of their 
progress and attainment.  Again not only was this achieved but the boys slightly outperformed the girls in Maths.  
Another Ofsted grade descriptor for Outstanding reads: 
 
‘The attainment of all groups of children is broadly in line with the National Average’.  At Wheatfields all groups of 
children’s attainment are well above the National Average. 
 
Now to our teachers and learning assistants, another of the Ofsted Outstanding Grade Descriptors relating to 
Learning and Teaching reads:  
 
‘All staff are determined that children achieve to the best of their ability.  They encourage children to try hard, 
recognise their efforts and ensure that all children take pride in all aspects of their learning’.   
 
Do any parents recall? 

 The Rocket Launch? 

 The Great Fire of London? 

 International Mud Day? 

 Scarecrows 

 Science Week 
 

The children had such fun and yet it was fantastic learning.  Next year I am delighted that the majority of our 
teachers are staying with us, continuity is often the key to success.  Some are moving years, either at their own 
request or to provide themselves with important ongoing professional development.  We are saying farewell to Katie 
Fryer who is moving back to Southport and Melanie Evans who is moving to a school in Letchworth, we wish them 
well in their future careers. 
 
Now let me mention the effectiveness of the school’s Leadership and Management and again referring to an Ofsted 
Outstanding grade descriptor: 
 
‘School Leaders and Governors have a deep understanding of the school’s effectiveness informed by the views of 
children, parents and staff’. 
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Indeed this is why we strongly encourage parents, staff and children to complete surveys, attend Parent Forums, 
appoint Sustainable Ambassadors and a School Council.  They do help the school management team to keep 
informed and able to make improvements to the school and enhance the education and care we give to the children.  
The school’s Governors have made tremendous contributions to the school in terms of their time and their 
considerable experience and we are so indebted to them all.  Special mention must go to FOWI who have worked 
tirelessly throughout the year to raise funds for the school and has resulted in the installation of the new play 
equipment for the children and many other smaller but significant pieces of learning resources. Many thanks. 
 
Lastly, I would like to pay special tribute to the Acting Head Teacher – Miss Cockburn.  ‘Acting’ is not a word that is 
deserved as she has taken on the role from Mrs Whitehurst seamlessly.  She has driven the school forward 
relentlessly and following a rigorous interview process in April we were all delighted when she accepted our offer to 
become Headteacher from September 2017 and we hope for many years into the future. 
 
Roger Thomas  
Chair of Governors 
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