
Governor Easter Newsletter to Parents 
 

Mrs Whitehurst 
Mrs Whitehurst has made a request to take a sabbatical year to run from 1 September 2016 until 31 August 2017.  
This request was formerly brought to the full Governing Body meeting as an agenda item on Tuesday 29 March 
2016, where it was fully discussed before being unanimously approved.  Mrs Whitehurst has worked tirelessly to 
develop and establish Wheatfields Infants and Nursery School as ‘Outstanding’ since she arrived as the Head in 
September 2009.  In order to maintain this high standard of Learning and Teaching for the children, the school has 
developed a strong Senior Leadership Team in which the Governors have complete confidence.  As a result, we 
have invited Miss Cockburn to take on the role of Acting Head for one year in the absence of Mrs Whitehurst, 
which she has willingly accepted.  We have discussed this appointment with the rest of the Senior Leadership 
Team (Mrs Chase, Mrs Churchill and Mrs Fitzgerald) and they have given their total support to Miss Cockburn, 
which has been appreciated by the Governors. 
 
All school staff were informed of this important decision at a staff briefing on Thursday morning of this week and 
were invited to comment.  Naturally, there will be some changes to the roles and responsibilities previously held 
by Miss Cockburn so that she can focus on her new role with clarity and confidence. 
 
I am sure parents will appreciate and support this internal appointment and wish Miss Cockburn every success for 
the coming academic year.  
Roger Thomas (chair of Governors) 
 
 

‘No one gets left behind’ by James Rodea 
In the Christmas Governor Newsletter I explained that I had recently become a Governor and wrote about my 
observations on the breadth and structure of the Senior Leadership Team at the school.   
 
As I progress through my term of office I thought I would share something that I have learnt via this newsletter.  
So we come to my second observation that at Wheatfields ‘no one gets left behind’; a famous saying that 
transcends the US armed forces.  Prior to becoming a Governor I had naively thought that the school’s sole focus 
was academic achievement – I was wrong!   
 
You may be interested to know that among the many fantastic teachers at our school there are some for whom 
the job encompasses a role called ‘inclusion’.  Inclusion means exactly that – children who cannot or do not learn 
as quickly as others are not brushed aside they are included.  These children receive focussed support in the areas 
in which they struggle, from qualified teachers in smaller groups, whilst still remaining involved in other 
classroom activities with their classmates.  It is a fact that children learn best when they feel both included and 
safe.  I am sure in years gone by these children would have simply been given up on; there certainly wasn’t an 
inclusion role when I went to school. 
 
At a recent Governor Morning visit which I attended, one of the teachers shared the learning books from some of 
the inclusion classes with me; the improvement in understanding and learning over the period of time shown in 
the book was simply amazing.   
 
If you child gets into difficulty; they won’t get left behind at Wheatfields Infants. 
 
If these articles which I am writing as a new Governor are of any value to you, your feedback would be gratefully 
received at Jrodea@wheatfieldinfants.herts.sch.uk.  Equally if you have any questions, I would be happy to 
answer them. 
 
 

50th Anniversary Fund Raising Target 
Mike Clarke, chair of the Governors Resources committee reported that the amazing 50th Anniversary target of 
£50,000 is tantalisingly within reach, over £40,000 has been raised to date. The majority of the money is to be 
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used to create the Outdoor Learning area for Early years children. We fully appreciate that parents and relatives 
are the main contributors to our fundraising activities and to you all we are most grateful.  
 
The main events in the summer term are: 

 Summer Jamboree  on Saturday 14 May 2.30 – 5.30 

 End of year party on Friday 17 June at Woollams pavilion, Harpenden Rd. 

 Wheatfest – Overnight camping on the playing field on Friday 1 July 
 

Please mark these dates in your diaries and inform your friends and relatives, we hope to hit our target and enjoy 
ourselves at the same time 
 
 


