
 

 

 

 

Dear Parents  

What an exciting start to the Summer Term with the new playground equipment starting to be 

installed and a smart new car park! 

I am delighted to say Mrs Pratt has come back to us safely from her trip to Tanzania and led an 

amazing assembly with all the children yesterday.  I felt very proud that as a school community 

we are supporting our friends over in Mukibungere but also we have the privilege to see  

first-hand what a difference we are making to those young people. Mrs Pratt reminded us all 

through the assembly how important it is for us to be grateful for what we have and to 

remember how fortunate we are! 

 

MUKIBUNGERE 

During the Easter Break, I travelled to a rural area of North-West Tanzania to 

visit the Primary School in Mukibungere we have formed a friendship with over 

the last couple of years. I did not make this visit on my own – Doris Dog also came 

along! One of Doris’ learning powers is the ability to make links in learning. Using 

the pictures and pieces of information I learnt about, I was able to share with 

the children in an assembly today about some of the differences in life and school between the 

UK and Tanzania. Travelling to the Kagera district from the UK is not easy – it took over 24 

hours, 2 planes, and 3 car rides across 2 borders to get there! I stayed in a small village called 

Murgwanza, about half an hour’s drive from Mukibungere, near to the borders of Rwanda and 

Burundi. The differences between lifestyles there and here are huge, from the cooking methods 

(over charcoal fires), to transport, to the houses styles ranging from the basic mud and stick 

built with banana leaves or grass roofs (some have tin roofs) to concrete and brick built houses.  

                                                           
 

I visited Mukibungere School on Wednesday 6th April as the children were due to 

break up for Easter on Thursday, but due to a lot of the children being sick, the 

Principal had decided to close on Tuesday. However, because he knew we were 

visiting, he had asked Standard 7 (equivalent to our Year 6) to come in for the day 

to welcome us.  

 

For the last 2 years the School Council have decided to donate the proceeds of the 

‘Christmas Jumper Day’ to Mukibungere School, as the £350 raised each time is 

worth 1,000,000 Tanzanian Shillings. The first year this was used to refurbish some 

of the benches to give the children in a class somewhere to work rather than sitting 

on the mud floor. 

 

The next year, the money raised went towards building a new 

toilet block. When we went to inspect the work, it was evident 

that the toilet block was very near to completion, and would 

be ready by the time the children return from the Easter 

break. They are being built next to where the old, unusable 
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toilets are and any good bricks that could be reused from this block were used in building the 

new block. There are 2 boys toilets and 3 for the girls plus a girls dressing room and although 

they are separated by a wall both the facilities for boys and girls are the same: a hole in the 

ground that leads into a large pit. The children were fascinated to learn about this particular 

part of the facilities there! The old toilet pit has been examined and is apparently still good, so 

they will potentially be able to build another block at a later date. The Village Leader, who is 

also the Chair of the Board at the school, said that he was so happy that we have been able to 

establish this link with their school, as whilst the building work has been going on, people from 

the village and the surrounding area have been asking how they have been able to afford this 

and he has been very happy to tell them that it has been made possible from money given to 

them from their friends in the UK.  

 

I took a gift from the teachers and all the staff from our school to 

help the children with their learning. We wanted to give them things 

they could use to teach colour to the children and the teachers there 

were very curious, but extremely grateful to receive such a variety of 

resources they simply cannot afford to get or access there. This is a picture of the Village 

Leader playing with a sorting animal – he couldn’t work out why the cow and chicken were 

blue and green!!).  

 

As a thank you for all that we at Wheatfields have done for our friends in 

Mukibungere, I was given a gift to bring back to school with me. Show the 

children a pic of the bowl full of beans. These bowls are traditional dishes 

they use in Tanzania to hold food. Inside the bowl, there were some 

beans, and this was really special as there is not a lot of food in this 

part of Tanzania at the moment because the harvest has not been very good – there has 

not been enough rain. So to be given some of the food that they do have is an indication 

of just how grateful they are for the help that we have given them. It is a sad fact that 

as subsistence farmers, the main source of food the people here have is from their own 

Shambas (farms) and if their crops fail, they simply go hungry. 

 

At the end of my visit, the Headteacher gave a pencil to each to the children who had 

come into school that day before we left. 

 

In the end, the children agreed that although there are so many differences between 

how we live and how the children in Tanzania live, we are the same in many ways! I had 

an amazing experience over the 2 weeks I stayed in Tanzania, it was a real privilege to be able 

to meet the people and see this part of the world. 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

Diary Dates 

 

 

 

 

MONDAY 24th APRIL 

8.30am—9.30am & 

2.30pm-3.30pm 

Reception Target 

Meetings 

MONDAY 24th APRIL 

Year 1 & Year 2 Trip to 

Whipsnade 

TUESDAY 25th APRIL 

8.30am—9.30am & 

2.30pm-3.30pm 

Year 2 Target Meetings 

TUESDAY 25th APRIL 

Reception Trip to  

Paradise Wildlife Park 

WEDNESDAY 26th 

APRIL & THURSDAY 

27th APRIL 

8.30am—9.30am & 

2.30pm-3.30pm. 

Reception & Year 2  

Target Meetings 

 

WEEK COMMENCING 

24th  APRIL 2017 

SCHOOL MENU:    

Week 2 

 

RECEPTION AND YEAR 2 PUPIL & PARENT TARGET MEETINGS  

A reminder that Target Meetings for RECEPTION and YEAR 2 children will 

take place next week. Year 2 Meetings take place on  Tuesday 25th,  

Wednesday 26th and Thursday 27th April. Reception Meetings take place on 

Monday 24th, Wednesday 26th and Thursday 27th April.  

 

PARENT SUPPORT 

CHILDCARE CHOICES 

Childcare Choices, the cross-Government childcare brand and campaign has been 

launched, providing parents with a single point of information for all the  

Government funded childcare offers, including the two new offers: 30 hours 

free childcare and Tax Free Childcare. www.childcarechoices.gov.uk The  

introduction of the Government’s Tax-Free Childcare scheme will begin on 28th 

April, for parents of the youngest children. It will gradually roll out over 2017, 

cutting childcare costs for working families across the UK by up to £2,000 per 

child per year, or £4,000 for disabled children. On top of this, from September 

2017, parents of three and four year old children living in England will be able to 

apply for a new 30 hours free childcare offer, worth around £5,000 per child. 

The Childcare Choices website includes a childcare calculator, www.gov.uk/

childcare-calculator, for parents to compare all the Government’s childcare  

offers and check what works best for their families.  

AUTISM COURSE 

Anxiety is a normal part of children's development, but children with autism 

spectrum disorder (ASD) can experience anxiety more intensely and more often 

than other children.  This FREE course run by Sally Glossop and Sarah Ellis  

explores how we can support young people on the autistic spectrum manage their 

anxiety appropriately.1pm – 3pm, Wednesday 21st June 2017, Wednesday 

28th June 2017, St Lukes School, Crouch Hall Lane, Redbourn, AL3 7ET. Free 

parking and refreshments provided.  

SUPPORTING ANXIETY COURSE 

For parents of children in academic years 6 – 9, FREE course to help parents 

recognise and positively respond to your child’s anxiety with solution focused 

strategies. 9.30am – 12:30pm, Saturday 10th June 2017, Saturday 24th June 

2017, Saturday 8th July 2017, Links Academy, Woollam Crescent, St Albans, AL3 

6EJ. Free parking and refreshments provided 

Information and bookings for both courses from: Sarah Ellis - 07507 

851586   Email - ellispotential@gmail.com 

SPACE is a charity supporting Parents/Carers of children and young people with 

Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD), Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder 

(ADHD) and related conditions We have regular professional speakers,  
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workshops, social events plus a library of books to borrow. Come along to meet other Parents/Carers If you 

would like more information on our support groups please check our website, contact the SPACE team by 

email or alternatively find us on Facebook under the name of SPACE www.spaceherts.org.uk S P A C E 

spaceherts@gmail.com Supporting parents and carers of children with Autism, ADHD and related  

conditions Registered Charity England and Wales no: 117 2178  

Support Group  ST ALBANS St Albans Girls School (STAGS), Sandridgebury Lane, St Albans, AL3 6DB,  

Second Friday of the month (term time only) 10am - 12pm 

UNDERSTANDING 21st CENTURY APPROACHES TO GENDER IN SCHOOL 

A briefing for parents and carers , delivered by Karin Hutchinson, Lead advisor for wellbeing, Herts for 

Learning, 8th June 2017, 7.00pm at Oakwood Primary School. Please sign up in the Wheatfields school office 

if you would like o book a place. 

HERTFORDSHIRE’S NEW SEND OFFER GOES LIVE 

The one stop shop for information and advice on special educational needs or disabilities, Herfordshire’s local 

offer has been revamped and is now live. Use this link to find a support group, information about how to apply 

for an assessment or where to look for further information on a child’s condition. 

www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/about-the-local-offer.aspx 

 

Have a safe, happy and enjoyable weekend and keep smiling!  

Miss Cockburn and the Staff Team. 

 Downes Road, St Albans, Hertfordshire AL4 9NT  Tel:  01727 859978 /832807                 
Email: admin@wheatfieldsinfants.herts.sch.uk 

 Website:  www.wheatfieldsinfants.herts.sch.uk 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Good Luck to Mrs Thomaidis who will be appearing in Spamalot at the Alban Arena next week! Flyer  

attached. 

LONDON MARATHON On Sunday, Mrs Taylor will be running the London Marathon to raise money for 

The Fire Fighters Charity, which offers support to retained and retired firefighters and their families 

in times of need.  After a house fire in 2015, Mrs Taylor and her family wanted to say thank you to the 

fire service for saving their house.  Mrs Taylor has been training very hard for the last six months and is 

looking forward to running on Sunday. If you would like to make a donation towards her fundraising you 

can do so at https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Sarah-Taylor177  

We are happy to  publish details of local events that parents may be interested in.  Please note that the school does not 

endorse or promote any of these events. 

FOWI NEWS 

Summer Jamboree that takes place on Saturday 20th May 

Please send in any  

 Unwanted adults or children's gifts in good condition. 

 Soft toys (second hand) 

 Children's books . 

Please keep the date free and come and support us !  

Information will soon be coming out about the other FOWI events planned for the Summer Term 

 Friday 16th June : Summer Dinner Dance at Beales Hotel: After a welcome drink there will be a 

2 course sit down meal, games, raffle and a disco. It will be a fun night. Come and help us celebrate 

the end of the school year. Booking forms will be sent out next week. 

 Friday 30th June: Wheatfest 


