
Dear Parents,  

What an exciting week we have had. School has been alive with  all kinds of science experiments, thinking and explaining, 

starting the week with how our body digests a cheese sandwich and ending with a rocket launch. Thank you to Mrs Bushi 

and Miss Hackett for organising this week’s events.  

Maple Class enthralled us all with their assembly this week sharing their learning , reciting a gravity poem and singing 

their splish splosh song. Thank you to Miss Morgan and Miss Davis for supporting the children with this. 

This morning we welcomed the Rev Ruth Goatly to our school assembly. She was delighted to  

receive a cheque for £324 from the proceeds of our Christmas  Jumper Day or the equivalent of 

1 million shillings. Rev Goatly will be taking the money to our friends over at Mukibungere School 

and will return later in the year to share with us how that money has been used. 

I had the privilege of attending an awards ceremony last night for Mrs Fitzgerald who spent last 

year improving her skills and gaining a nationally accredited SENCO award. We wish to  

congratulate Mrs Fitz for her hard work, we know that the skills she has learned will benefit all of 

the children in our school. 

We look forward to seeing both Miss Hackett and Miss Read back in school next week now they 

are both well again. I know they are both looking forward to working with their respective  

classes . 

 

Diary Dates 

 

 

 

 

MONDAY 23rd JANUARY  

9.00am 

Deadline for Parent  

Governor Nomination 

 

THURSDAY 26th JANUARY 

9.00am 

Class Assembly: Zebras 

FRIDAY 27th JANUARY 

2.30pm 

FOWI Cake and Second 

Hand Uniform Sale 

WEEK COMMENCING 23rd 

JANUARY 2017 

SCHOOL MENU :Week 1   

MESSAGE FROM ROGER THOMAS : CHAIR OF GOVERNORS 

On Wednesday of this week, Mrs Whitehurst gave me formal notice of her intention to 

resign as the Headteacher of our school at the end of August 2017. You will all know that 

she requested to take a sabbatical during this academic year to support her husband who 

has moved to Bristol due to his work commitments. Unfortunately this situation is to  

continue for the foreseeable future.  

It is the Governor’s responsibility to ensure that the strategic direction of the school 

moves forward in line with the carefully compiled school “Vision and Aims”. We are in 

debt to Mrs Whitehurst, not only for her hard work and dedication she has given to the 

school since she joined in September 2009, but also that she has given us advance notice 

of her resignation. 

The school is very fortunate to have a strong team of Governors with a wide range of 

skills and who also are totally dedicated to continuing the success that Mrs Whitehurst 

and the staff team have established over the years.  

 

We will organise an opportunity for staff and parents to give Mrs Whitehurst their best 

wishes in the Summer Term. 

Roger  Thomas 

Chair of Governors 

 

PARENT GOVERNOR VACANCY  

A reminder that we are inviting nominations to fill a vacancy for one Parent Governor on 

the school’s Governing Body. Please see the letter attached with the newsletter  

containing all of the relevant information. If you would like to stand for election please 

return the relevant form to the school office by 9.00am on Monday 23rd January 2017.  
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WHIZZ POP BANG 

SCIENCE DRESSING UP DAY  

Thank you to all the parents who helped to create some amazing costumes for our Science Day last Friday. The children 

had a fantastic time experimenting with magnets, creating circuits, measuring , temperatures, light boxes and static  

electricity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SARAH STARR : DIGESTION 

Thank you to Sarah Starr who came into school to talk to the children about what  

happens to food when it is eaten.  Sarah graphically explained the  process of digestion 

at every stage as  food passes through the body and was able to use our new skeleton 

and human torso as part of her presentation.  The learning the children produced after  

this presentation reflects how engaged they were and their books show the evidence 

of their understanding.  

 

SCIENCE BOFFINS 

The children enjoyed some fantastic learning when the Science Boffins visited on Wednesday and Thursday. They  

investigated light and collaborated like Rufus Rabbit when they joined together to illuminate a strip light. Using a plasma 

ball, 5 children joined together and stood on a bench discovering that electrons passed through them to light the strip 

light at the end of the human chain. One of the children was amazed to see that even the lights in their trainers flashed ! 

The children also tried on some special glasses that allowed them to see the spectrum of rainbow colours when they looked 

at different sources of light.  
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SPACE ROCKET 

This morning at the 5th attempt, the space rocket was launched successfully ! Following a very enthusiastic countdown the 

children were all every excited to see the rocket propelled upwards, before starting its descent. It landed in one of the 

trees in forest school , so if anybody knows any tree surgeons, please contact so that we can arrange retrieval !  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DRAMA ACADEMY VOUCHER 

A reminder that we have been donated a drama voucher for a terms lessons at the Helen O’ Grady Drama Academy . We 

will be holding a free draw for the voucher. If you would like your child to be included please register with the school  

office before Friday 27th January.  

SCHOOL WEBSITE 

We wish to make a minor change to our school website but are struggling with the technology! If any body has any  

experience of working with google translator and would be able to help us please contact Mrs Churchill in the School  

Office. 

GAMES CLUB 

We are hoping to set up a new board games club at lunchtime, if you have any board games or jigsaws that you no longer 

need, please send them into school for Mrs Rudge. Thank you.  

PARKING 

We have been recently contacted by a number of local residents who live close to the school who are concerned about 

parking  in their roads. Please can everybody park considerately taking care not to block private drives or garages. 

 Concerns have also been raised about people parking in the  bus stop in the Sandringham Crescent layby and blocking  

access for everybody else.  

Have a safe, happy and enjoyable weekend.  

Miss Cockburn and the Staff Team. 
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FOWI NEWS 

The next FOWI event is the Cake and Uniform Sale at 2.30pm on Friday 27th January. We are also going to try and 

sell general children’s clothes, adult clothes and adult paperbacks. If you are able to provide any  

donations please bring them to the school office. FOWI DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 9th Feb-  Year 1 & Year 2 Disco—look out for further info coming home soon. 

 24th Feb – Back to school Quiz and Disco  

 20th May – Jamboree  

 16th June – Dinner Dance  

 30th June - Wheatfest  


