
Calculating 

Print yourselves a 100 square, a 

number line, arrow cards and a 

place-value mat from: 

www.cheekymonkeyresources.co.uk/

cmrmaths.html 

Take a look at the school website 

to see how we teach: 

     addition 

     subtraction     (*in Year 1) 

     multiplication 

     division 

Try to link calculations to real-

life experiences as often as pos-

sible for example lots of experi-

ence with money ~ “Can you tell 

me how much money I‟ve got in 

my purse/hand?  

Will it be enough to pay for this 

toy? 

Will we get any money back? 

How much?” 

Play magnetic or Velcro darts 

and ask your child to keep a tally 

of the score. 
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or 

Play games like: 

“How many more to make 10?” 

“If we doubled that number what 

number would we get?” “What if we 

halved that number?” 

“Add/subtract 10. Now what number 

do you get?” 

Play dominoes ~ and count up your 

score at the end. 

Snakes and ladders ~ and count on 

from the bigger number. 

Buy a big box of drinking straws and 

make bundles of 10 with an elastic 

band around each bundle. Investigate 

what happens when you add 10 (and 

then another 10) to the same number 

of units. 

Do the same with 10p coins. 

 

Encourage your child to always explain  how 
they worked it out. Lots of children say “I 
just knew it” but being able to explain their 
method is much more useful. 

 

* Have a look at the maths games available 

on: 

www.ictgames.com 

www.crickweb.co.uk/ks1 

         numeracy.html 

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks1 

        bitesize/numeracy 



This leaflet is intended to give you as 

parents/carers a general outline as to 

which areas of number we‟d like your 

child to be confident in (or be start-

ing to be confident in), by the end of 

Year 1. 

 

 

 

 

It also includes a few ideas to help 

you in thinking of different ways to 

explore number with your child at 

home. 

 

 

 

 

 

However, remember that no two chil-

dren are alike and each  has his/her 

own individual style and pace of de-

velopment as well as particular 

strengths, interests and preferences. 

Counting 

 

Practise counting 20 objects accu-

rately 

Be able to read and write numbers 

from 0   20. Read door numbers, 

price labels etc. 

Be able to count backwards — 1st 

from 10 then from 20. 

Practise counting from different 

starting points (ie.count on from 3 

… or count back from 9 or 12) 

 

 

 

 

Practise ordering/comparing num-

bers up to 20. “Which is bigger/

smaller, less/more?” 

Play games ~ “Guess my number” 

1 more / 2 more 

1 less / 2 less 

10 more / 10 less 

the number before / after 

 

Knowing and Using Number 

Facts 

 

Help your child to learn the 

pairs of numbers that add up 

to 10 (4+6, 5+5 … etc.) these 

are called Number bonds 

Now learn the corresponding 

subtraction facts. 

Practise step counting (when 

you miss numbers out … 2, 4, 

6, 8 …) in 2‟s, 5‟s, 10‟s ~ do 

when walking up stairs or 

counting 2p / 5p / 10p coins 

Practise doubles up to 5+5=10 

(1+1 

2+2 

3+3      and then practise halving: 

4+4           half of 8 

5+5)          half of 10 

Learn about odd numbers (1, 

3, 5, 7, 9) and even numbers 

(0, 2, 4, 6, 8) by looking at 

door numbers on each side of 

the street. 


