
Skills in Outdoor Learning 
Year 1 

D and T 
Joining 

Decide on appropriateness of resource- glue, 
split pins, bungee cords etc. Use different types 

of join- hinges, simple pop ups, stapling, 
tearing, folding 

Tools 
Use scissors safely,straight lines and curves, 

hacksaws, templates, pencils and rulers, mark 
out materials to be cut 

Reclaimed Materials 
Wide variety of materials for modelling, join 
different materials, examine properties of 

different sorts of materials 
Construction Apparatus 

Use a range of kits (crates/planks) 
Enhanced based on “topic”, use free running 

wheels and axels, tubes, dowels, making a 
chassis. Investigate simple winding mechanism. 

Wood 
Recognise properties of wood, sawing 

Doris Dog is stuck in a well and the water is 
rising. How can you get her using the following? 

-wood, wheels, axels, string, boxes/crates 

Maths 
Language of size, measurement, shape, fractions, directions, ordinal 

numbers, weight, length, time 
Construction challenges with given number of blocks, make arrays 
with objects, make a rollercoaster with different combinations of 

carriages/passengers, folding tarpaulins, furthest distance you can 
transport… heaviest weight you can lift.....(pulley) 

 
Geography 

Direction/location/scale 
Follow directions- left,right, forwards,backwards,up,down 

(human robots) 
Using maps/photographs 

Use a simple map to move around school (orienteering) 
Making Maps 

Draw round objects to make a plan .Make picture maps of 
short route experience (journey sticks) 

Field Work 
Use fieldwork and observational skills to study school and its 

grounds and key human and physical features  (Tree 
identification) 

Join labels to correct features. Draw simple features they 
observe in environment (simple tree/hill/flower) .Add colour 

and texture to prepared sketches. Record features on a 
simple map. 

Knowledge/Understanding of environmental/sustainability 
issues 

Become aware of recycling/conservation/sustainability in 
school. Growing (class gardens) 

Knowledge/Understanding of Patterns and Processes 
Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns. Begin to 

observe impact of weather on growing 
 
 

Art 
Painting 

Know the basics of colour mixing-primary 
and secondary colours. Mix colours to match 

artefacts and objects(Can you mix all the 
colours in the Rainbow Code?) 

Textiles 
Manipulating threads. Fraying knotting, 

fringing,pulling threads, twisting. Explore 
plaiting and finger weaving.(Dream catchers) 

Science 
Planning, communicating and 

sources 
Draw simple pictures. Talk about 
what they see and do. Use simple 
charts. Identify key features. Ask 

questions 
Enquiring, testing, observing and 

presenting evidence 
Say what they think will happen. 

Use first hand experiences to 
answer questions. Compare living 
things. Think about how they can 
test things. Experience 4 ways of 

collecting evidence 
Observing and Recording 
Make observations using 

appropriate senses. Record 
observations. Measure using non 
standard and standard measures. 

Considering evidence and 
evaluating 

Say what has happened and 
record with drawings, labels or 

simple sentences. Say if what has 
happened was expected.Make 

simple conclusions. 
Someone is going to collect all the 

equipment from outdoor area- 
can you sort so that they go onto 

right lorry?  
Jill Murphy – Can’t You Sleep?- X is 

the bets material to muffle the 
ticking clock T/F? 

Without using the planks, can you 
get from A-B? 


