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The New Website  

  

Mrs Whitehurst welcomed everybody to the meeting. The first discussion point was the new website and she invited 
comments from parents. 

 One parent didn’t like the front page; they preferred the style adopted by Sandringham School whose front 
page contained lots of information. 

 Another parent felt that the website was much better than the old one. 

 One parent was unable to see the pictures as a slide show on the front page. 

 It was difficult to see where the attachments were as they didn’t change colour and the menus are not as easy 
to follow. 

 A question was asked as to the target audience of the website. 

 The class blogs are easy to access and the main reason one person uses the website. 

 The website is targeted towards existing parents to provide them with resources to support their child’s 
learning in school via all the information on the learning pages, e.g. phonic booklets, maths booklets etc that 
are shared at curriculum meetings. It also provides additional information for parents e.g. about the tree house 
or nurture group and building learning powers. There is practical information including absence info and dates 
on the calendar. The school also has a legal obligation to publish statutory information such as the Ofsted 
report, financial information etc. in addition the website should provide people who don’t have children at 
school with a snapshot of the school. 

 The old website was very clunky to work with and limited with what it could do. It was also very time consuming 
and temperamental taking up to 45 minutes to load the weekly newsletter. Information can be placed on the 
new website in a matter of minutes. 

 Lots of other school invest £2500 - £3000 annually in their websites. Our website is free and we would rather 
devote resources to the classrooms or new outside learning environments etc. 

 It will be easy to make the links and attachments more obvious. 

 There is a problem with the calendar at the moment which is currently showing everything 5 hours later than it 
should and is adopting American time. 

 A parent offered to come into school and help with the website. 

 One parent was keen to see a link for term dates for future years on the website. 
 
 
 



Building Learning 
Powers 

 One of the things we do in school is encourage the children to be independent learners. We do this using 
building learning powers and information is available on the school website about this. One of the things we 
have been thinking about recently is the language that we use with the children. We use words like capitalising 
and reasoning, but do the children actually understand these words and know what they mean.  

 We are re-launching our learning power characters and initially we are focussing on Doris Dog. Doris is 
resourceful and asks lots of questions. We have been working with the children to try to make them 
understand what a question is and how to ask further questions to really understand things.  

 The other point that we are making the children aware of is that it can also be important to listen to questions 
other people are asking. 

 The characters are used throughout school and the children can develop their understanding as they progress 
through the school.  

 Doris dog wears yellow and as you look around the school you will see lots of question marks around school 
which will all be yellow. You will also see lots of various types of dog as the children learn that it is OK to be 
different. 

 School will be looking at all of the different characters and updated information will appear on the website 

Development of the 
Early Years 
Playground 

  The school wish to redevelop the Outside Early Years Learning Environment, the KS1 area has been 
improved over recent years with forest school, the canopy etc and now the school wish to improve the Early 
Years Area. 

1. The tree outside of Tiger and Penguins will be removed. It is becoming diseased and the roots are 
pushing up the surfaces. 

2. The existing garage will be removed and the area on this side will be expanded and developed as a 
Forest School area 

3. The existing play equipment (train etc) will be removed and this area will become a messy play area – 
water and sand play etc. 

4. The existing canopy will be removed and replaced with a larger outside canopy with shutter walls  
5. The existing flooring over the whole area will be replaced. Over the years changes to area have 

resulted in lots of kerbs and uneven surfaces and this will be addressed.  
6. A new play equipment area will be installed at the bottom of the playground area with a fence around it 

so that it can be accessed either by Nursery or Reception. 
 

 Early years have a fantastic outdoor space and the school and the Early Years Team have rethought the 
whole area. Plans are now coming in from external companies and the designs have started to arrive and will 



soon be shared with parents. 

 One parent queried when this would be happening, she would not be interested in helping with fundraising if it 
was not going to benefit her children or be installed when they would be in Reception on Nursery. 

 The installation will take place ASAP, but is dependent on fundraising. We have already raised enough money 
to cover the tarmac installation but this has to be planned carefully.  

1. The work has to be carried out in the summer when the children are not in school and obviously 
contractors are greatly in demand from all schools at this time! 

2. We want to reseed and grass a large part of the forest school area and this can only be done at certain 
times of year 

3. The work has to be planned to ensure that the Reception children can still be accommodated 

 Now that we have accurate pricing and plans, the Governors will decide how to proceed and we will publicise 
all the information to parents as soon as possible. 

 Unfortunately the school boiler needs replacing and whilst Herts County Council will fund the bulk of this the 
school has to contribute sums towards this from the next 2 years budget allocations. This is money that would 
have been devoted to the  Outside Area 

 The school is working closely with parents to maximise fundraising and in addition is applying for grants and 
bursaries.  

 Parents appeared to like the plans 

 One parent commented how the area had already been improved with the installation of the perimeter fencing. 
 

 

School Meals  We have been monitoring the quality of Herts Catering who provide the children’s school meals for some time 
now 

 We had planned to change service provision last year. However, we postponed this when the announcement 
about universal free school meals was made.  

 Since the Autumn Term we have been investigating other companies and have been investigating other 
service providers.  

 Herts Catering (HCL) are very keen to retain our contract and their Chief Executive visited us before half term 
and a new management team are now overseeing service provision at Wheatfields.  

 We are really keen that the children have a healthy nutritious meal at lunchtime and welcomed comments 
from parents about the meals 



 One parent said that her child had sandwiches as other wise they always came home hungry 

 The children appear to like the choices  

 It is difficult for parents to actually know what the children eat or comment on the meals as they do not actually 
see them 

 

Gift Aid   We are carrying out lots of fundraising and one of the things we are looking at is using gift aid and asking 
parents to make small but regular donations that can be gift aided. Previous feedback has shown that lots of 
parents are cash rich but time poor. While they wish to support the school they would prefer to make a 
donation as opposed to attending a school event. 

 Parents felt this would be welcomed by parents. Lots of people like attending the events and working with 
others to support school, however for those that don’t this would be a good alternative. 

 The school would like to utilise as much of the budget as possible for classroom resources and projects such 
as the Early Years Outside Area. School trips are always subsided and the school is looking at ways of 
reducing this subsidy. One way may be to ask if parents who accompany the trip would be willing to make a 
contribution for their coach travel. 

 Parents felt that it would be better to explain that the costs were subsidised and ask for additional contributions 
from any parents who would be willing to pay. 
 

Any Other Business  A question was asked about the camping weekend. 

 This is currently being planned. As it is the first time we have done it at school it will be experimental, however 
we are hoping to have lots of activities including a camp fire etc. Further details will be available as soon as 
possible. 

 A parent asked if there were any plans to install security fencing 

 There are no immediate plans to install it. This question is often raised and we see differing views from 
parents. Some parents like the fact that the site is open. The costs would be prohibitive and actually very little 
of the field belong to us. If we had fencing the children would be unable to use the Sandringham field. The 
children are actually very good at knowing their boundaries and how far they can go onto the field. As soon as 
the children start school we talk to them about staying safe. During the recent inspection Ofsted noted that the 
children knew and respected the boundary. 

 A parent noted that the path way into Penguins and Tigers was often congested; perhaps the path could be 
widened. The path was slippy as well.  



 It was also commented that the main playground is busy and difficult for parents to walk through. 

 Unfortunately it would be difficult to increase the access route to Penguins and Tigers, but the caretaker can 
clean the path and reduce the slip hazard. On the main playground we can change the way the children line up   
To improve accessibility. When the bell rings the children should line up without their parents, however often at 
this time many children are still coming into school. 

 A parent asked about the staffing changes in Nursery. 

 Following Mrs Bowen’s resignation it was difficult to recruit a new teacher. Miss Bird was employed to work in 
Nursery, however things didn’t work out as well as expected and therefore Mrs Peachey who has worked in 
the school before will, now be in Nursery for the Spring and Summer Term. Although it is unfortunate, staff do 
move on, however we always try and put into place whatever is best for the children. 
 

 


