
READING RESPONSE BOOKS 

Dear Parents 

Following our last Parent Forum, we feel it would be helpful to clarify the 

purpose and use of the blue Reading Response Books.   

Many of you are familiar with the yellow reading record books which we used in 

the past.  These were used as a record of books your child brought home and as 

an opportunity for communication between parents and teachers about your 

child’s reading.  We realised however, that this method was of limited use, and 

the focus had become one of only reading the text (decoding) rather than 

encouraging the higher order skills of comprehension, prediction, forming 

opinions, and becoming familiar with the more structural or language elements 

of the book (eg setting, characters, opening and closing phrases, use of 

adjectives or other vocabulary).    It is these skills that form the core of the 

reading, and equally importantly, impact hugely on writing ability.   

The blue Reading Response Book was devised to give a much broader range of 

opportunities to practise these skills.  The suggested activities listed at the 

front are just some of the many that could be carried out, and are provided only 

to give an indication of the sorts of skills that could be developed.  We welcome 

you and your children to invent your own activities, and to carry them out in 

conjunction with any reading material.  It is also very valuable for children to 

look at or read the same book twice, they might remember more words, and the 

increased familiarity might mean they could think of an alternative ending or 

character. 

The book your child brings home from school, although chosen by them, is only a 

small part of the picture, and if your child would much rather be reading about 

dinosaurs or retelling a favourite picture book, please encourage them!  It might 

be that the story you are reading to your child would provide a good opportunity 

for some of these activities.  For children just starting to read, obviously there 

are fewer and simpler words, but these books also provide many opportunities 

for discussion and higher order thinking.  We encourage you to look through the 

book with your child before hearing them read it, to get an idea of the story by 

looking at the pictures, and to prepare them for any difficult or unfamiliar 

words that might be coming up.   



We also greatly encourage you and your children to ‘think outside the box’ – 

what better than to make porridge after reading or listening to the Goldilocks 

and the Three Bears, or build Lego houses in response to the Three Little Pigs ?  

Children might want to act out stories or retell it to their teddy bear.  Please 

take photos and stick them in, or write a few words about what your child has 

done.  We fully encourage the children to write, draw, stick or mark-make in the 

book and for you to record activities carried out in response to the books you 

are sharing.   

Feedback 

We would like to reassure you that the teachers do look at the Reading 

Response Books, and we are working to make the feedback consistent across the 

school.  There are a variety of ways this is done currently, including looking at 

them in small groups, putting examples on the visualiser for the class to 

appreciate, being sent to the Gold Book, or getting a tick or a smiley face.  

Please feel free yourselves to share the books with grandparents or friends, 

and to give other forms of praise.  If your child has done something that they 

are particularly proud of, please encourage them to bring it to their teacher’s 

notice, as she may not look at their particular book that day.  

To indicate your child’s next steps in reading, we will be putting your child’s book 

band level descriptor in the Reading Response Book, changing this as your child 

progresses.  This information will also be available on the school website. 

 


