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Snakes and Ladders: great for recognising and reading numbers to 100; 

knowing the order of numbers and knowing which way to go; being able 

to read a dice without having to count the spots each time (this is called 

subitising). 

 

Dominoes: another way of practising quick recognition of numbers 

without having to count each time, as well as being able to match 

identical amounts.  

You can also look at both sides of the domino and find out how many 

spots altogether by counting up all the spots altogether. When your 

child has added them up you can put them next to the correct number 

card. 

Double dominoes: Finally they’re also fantastic for exploring doubles and 

being able to understand what a double means. Eg: “Can you find me all 

the double dominoes?” 

 

Double dice: 
[This activity is great for extra practise with a dice so as to be able to 
read a dice without having to count the spots each time]. 
You need 2 dice 1-6, a pot of counters and some containers. 

Throw the dice and take turns. Count the dots on each dice to find out 

how much altogether. Collect that amount of counters and put them in a 

pot. At the end compare who’s got more counters? 

 

Pennies game: 
[This activity helps children to practise number recognition as well as 1:1 
counting (when you match the corresponding number of objects to a 
number). It also helps them get used to using money and understanding 
the worth of 1p.] 
Make 2 sets of number cards 0-6 (and then later 0-10), purses/ pots 

and a good collection of real 1p’s.  

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=numbers+count&um=1&hl=en&safe=active&sa=N&biw=1280&bih=540&tbm=isch&tbnid=tX4eyoGaBfUu2M:&imgrefurl=http://webfronter.com/bexley/primarymaths/menu5/EveryChildCounts/Every_Child_Counts.html&docid=L_QfGVpnpmvN4M&imgurl=http://webfronter.com/bexley/primarymaths/menu5/EveryChildCounts/numbers_count.jpg&w=176&h=176&ei=zqeeTsyUGoOWswbp06SoCQ&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=0&sig=108918054288091410090&page=1&tbnh=140&tbnw=140&start=0&ndsp=10&ved=1t:429,r:4,s:0&tx=62&ty=22


Pick the top card from the pile and collect that amount of pennies and 

put it in your purse. Take turns. When all the cards have been turned 

over, count to see who has the most pennies. 

 

Shopping: 
[This activity is great for coin recognition, knowing the value of each 
coin, being able to manipulate money as well as reinforce addition skills]. 
Label some tins with different prices. Can your child pay for it with real 

money? Start with 1p coins and then gradually introduce different 

denominations of money (2p, 5p, 10p etc). Can your child find the right 

amount of pennies to buy a tin that costs 6p? Can s/he find the correct 

amount using 2p’s?  

N.B: The children find it helps if they tap the 2p coin twice so as to 

remind them to count 2. Also, once you begin mixing up coins, always 

count the biggest coin first. 

Can your child use his/ her adding skills to work out how much it will 

cost to buy 2 items? 

Finally, let your child help find the right money when you next go to the 

shops together. 

 

How much is in my purse?: 
[This activity practises a variety of skills ranging from coin recognition, 
knowing the value of each coin, being able to manipulate money, step 
counting (eg 2p+2p+2p) and counting and combining different 
combinations of coins]. 
Put some coins in a purse. (Start with 1p, 2p coins and then increase as 

your child’s confidence grows.) Count the coins to find out how much 

money is in the purse. 

Remember to check how much your coin is worth. (You can tap the coin 

the amount of times it is worth). 

Start with the biggest coin first and then count up. 

 

Pairs game: 
[This activity is great for practising number recognition]. 
Take turns finding 2 number cards that are the same. The person who 

shouts “Snap” first wins that pair. 

 

 

 



Matching Objects to a Numeral: 
You will need a set of number cards to 10 and some objects to count 

with such as pebbles, shells, counters, small dinosaurs/ teddies etc! 

Pick a number card and then find the right amount of objects to put 

next to it. Encourage your child to touch or move each object as s/he 

counts it. (This helps to ensure that each object is only counted once). 

Also keep reminding your child as to how many s/he needs to find! 

 

Sorting: 
Select objects/ people in your family that are of different heights and 

explore the comparative language of small, medium or large. Stacking 

cups are very handy for this. 

 

Word problems: 
[This activity will help your child practise the skill of being able to pick 
out the important information and then decide which operation (add/ 
takeaway) to use]. 
Ask your child any simple word problems such as: 

* There are 6 ducks at the pond and now 2 more have come… 

* There were 5 children and then 2 had to leave…… 

* I had 4 cakes but I’ve already eaten 2 of them….. 

N.B: Your child will find drawing a helpful way to visualise and solve 

his/her calculation. This is the beginning of informal jottings that we 

still use as adults to solve problems! 

 

Using a Number line:  

[This activity helps to develop children’s understanding of what happens 
when you add or subtract numbers. Children will use variations of this 
strategy throughout primary school, so it’s a useful one to practise].  
Write the numbers 1-10 on different lolly sticks (or make yourself some 

number cards), and make a number line to 10/20 and laminate it. Ask 

your child to pick 2 lolly sticks (or number cards), and decide whether 

s/he is going to add or take-away. Draw a circle around the number s/he 

is starting on (on the number line), think about whether to jump up or 

down the number line, and then draw the jumps as s/he counts. (N.B: 
Always remember to count the jumps not the numbers!) The number 

that s/he lands on is the answer. Say the number sentence that s/he 

has worked out.  

 



“The answer is……What’s my question?”: 
[This activity develops children’s knowledge of the properties of 
numbers and the relationships between numbers]. 
Write a number in the middle of a sheet of blank paper…or think of a 

number and say it aloud. (Eg:  5). Start thinking together as to how you 

can make 5. For example: 1+1+1+1+1 or 10-5 or 3+2 or 1+4 etc.  You might 

want to start them off with a statement such as “If you know that 

2+3=5 what else do you know?”  Encourage the use of subtraction as 

much as addition. Be as creative as possible and really start to play with 

numbers. Use objects such as conkers, shells, counters, fingers as well 

as number lines to help you work it out. 

 

Guess my number:  
[This activity develops children’s use of language when talking about the 
properties of a number, as well as exploring the relationships between 
numbers. It also helps build up a picture of a number line in their heads 
which they can then use to help them calculate]. 
Make a number track from 1-10. 

(eg:       

) 

 

Think of a number between 1 and 10 and keep it a secret. Invite your 

child to ask questions so as to guess what your number is. For example 

“is it more than .. is it less than … is it between  .. does it come before … 

does it come after? After each question cover the eliminated numbers 

with a small object such as a counter/shell until only 1 number is left.  

 

Make a number:  
[This activity develops your child’s knowledge of place value as well as 
practising reading numbers. Your child needs to be confident at counting 
in 10’s before starting this]. 
Make yourselves a set of number cards from 1-20. Child picks a number.  

Can s/he make it with drinking straws? (Bundle groups of 10 straws 

together with an elastic band to represent tens and use loose straws to 

represent the units).  

Can s/he make this amount with coins? (Use 10p and 1p coins.) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 


